Stereotypes

There are two dimensions of stereotypes:
· Negative, and

· Positive

Negative Stereotypes – the assumptions or generalizations made that directly imply negative feelings/thoughts.
General Examples:
· The “Noble Savage” – a romantic vision of the proud, aloof Native; the concept of the "wide open spaces" in the West.
· A Vanishing Race – on the way to extinction; Native people are seen as expendable and not able to compete with the European way of life/culture.
· Living Fossils – Native culture is "trapped in time" and unchanging.
Specific Examples: 

How Native People Live: 

· They live(d)In small tipis/teepees/tepees.

· Their lives are simple, or uncomplicated.
· Villages are in circles, around which they often dance
· Celebrations involve whooping and crazy circle dancing
· They were/are all hunters 

· They ride/rode horses 

· They are not organized or political

Miscellaneous:

· There never were many Indians in North America.

· Native People don't understand modern technology 

· Native people carve(d) totem poles

· Natives communicated by smoke signals

· All Native names are silly, made of several words linked together (containing names of animals, actions, adjectives. i.e. Kicking Bird, Snow that Falls, etc.)

Appearance:
· Native peoples wore/own feather headdresses, buckskin, necklaces, moccasins 

What Native People “Are like”:

· They don’t do well in school

· They all live on Reserve

· They have no sense of time or they have an "inborn" sense of time

Positive Stereotypes –assumptions or generalizations made that some do not think are negative, but which in fact are.

· Good trackers & hunters
· Conservationists – live in harmony with the environment

· Spiritual
· Knowledgeable about animals, plants 
· Brave – will fight to defend lands, families, values

· Excellent horse trainers

· Excellent makers of pottery, rugs, baskets

· Storytellers
